Excerpts from The Journal of Alexander Chesney, Adjutant to Maj. Patrick Ferguson ,
Dr. Bobby G. Moss, ed.,
©2002 Bobby Gilmer Moss. Used by permission.
[Starting on page 22 of book]
Our next rout [sic][August 12] was down towards the Fishdam ford141* on Broad-River,
where there was a fight near the mouth of Brown's Creek142 with Neale's [sic] militia143
when we made many prisoners amongst the rest Esaw [Esau] [Smith], who had taken me
so recently; after this we crossed that River and formed a junction with troops under
command of Coll Turnbull144 and the Militia under Coll Phillips145 and having received
authentic accounts that Sumpter146 had cut off our retreat to Lord Cornwallis' Army at
Camden, we had it in contemplation to cross Broad-River and retreat to Charles-town at
this time the half-way men, (as those not hearty in the cause were called) 147 left us; we
then marched to the rebel Col Winn's148 and encamped there waiting for more authentic
accounts. On the 16th [August] we heard a heavy firing towards Camden, which kept us
in the utmost anxiety until [sic] the 18th when a letter was received from Captn Ross[,]149
aid [Aide] de camp to Lord Cornwallis[,] informing us that his Lordship had attacked &
defeated Gates' Army[;] had killed or taken 2,200 men[,] 18 Ammunition Waggons and
350 waggons with provisions and other stores.150 This news made us as happy as people
in our situation could possibly be; 151 until the next night when we received an express
that the rebels had defeated Coll Ennis[sic]152 at Enoree; 153 this occasioned a rapid
march that way. The main body having crossed the Enoree, I was left behind in
command of the rear guard, and being attacked in that situation we maintained our
ground until the Main body re-crossed to our support (August 20); the Americans
retreated [August 21] after suffering some loss.154
[Ending on page 22 of book]

[Comment about performance at Cowpens of British
Legion recruited from prisoners taken at Camden]
[Starting on page 37 of book]
Colls Allen223 and Cruger224 commanded the fort near the gaol [Bt. Sp.]; where I
continued until Tarleton came into Ninety-Six district to go in quest of General
Morgan225 and sent to the garrison for guides acquainted with Morgan's situation [station]
which was then convenient to my house on Packolet[.]226 I joined Col Tarleton and
marched to Fair-forest having failed to get intelligence of Morgan's situation he sent me
out [January 16] to endeavour to do so and to make the mills grind for the Army; 227
when I reached Packolet-river I swam my horse over a private ford not likely to be
guarded, leaving the man behind me to go on more quietly & reconnoitre the same. [I
came to their encampment between my father's house and my own –] I found the fires
burning but no one there, on which I rode to my father's who said Morgan was gone to

the Old-fields about an hour before; my wife said the same and that they had used and
destroyed all the crop & took away almost everything.
I immediately returned to Col Tarleton and found he had marched towards the Old fields.
I overtook them before 10 Oclock near the Cow-pens on Thicketty228 Creek where we
suffered a total defeat by some dreadful bad management. The Americans were posted
behind a rivulet with Rifle-men as a front line, and Cavarly [sic] in the rear so as to make
a third line; Col Tarleton charged at the head of his Regiment of Cavalry called the
British Legion220 which was filled up from the prisoners taken at the battle of Camden[.]
The cavalry, supported by a detachment of the 71st Regt under Major McArthur230 broke
the Riflemen without difficulty[.] But the prisoners seeing their own Regt opposed to
them in the rear, would not proceed against it and broke[.] The remainder charged, but
were repulsed[.] This gave time to the [patriot’s] front line to rally and form in the rear
of the Cavalry which immediately charged and broke the 71st (then unsupported)
making many prisoners[.] The rout [sic] was almost total. I was with Tarleton in the
charge who behaved bravely but imprudently[.] The consequence was his force was
disperced [sic] in all directions [and] the guns and many prisoners fell into the hands of
the Americans.
[Ending on page 39 of book]
©2002 Bobby Gilmer Moss. Used by permission.
* Superscript numbers refer to the explanatory footnotes (not shown here) equaling or
exceeding the volume of the text.
The Journal of Alexander Chesney, Adjutant to Maj. Patrick Ferguson, Dr. Bobby G.
Moss, ed., is available from Dr. Moss at Scotia Press and from other book sources related
to the Battle of Camden project.
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ROSTER OF THE PATRIOTS IN THE BATTLE
OF MOORES CREEK BRIDGE
Battle occurred 27 February 1776. 257 pages, 7 to 9 individuals per
page. Whatever is known of military service, spouse and children, date
and place of birth and death, is provided in brief summary. Sources
used to validate participation of each individual are provided, from a
total of 40 different sources. Copyright 1992, paperback, maps,
illustrations, 6" x 9" format, ISBN# 0-9626172-3-7 $23.50. Shipping
charges are $3.50 plus $0.50 for each additional book in continental US.
Click on images until largest size is visible. Click on "back" to exit
images.
Examples: listings, sources. How to order.
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ROSTER OF THE LOYALISTS IN THE BATTLE
OF MOORES CREEK BRIDGE
Battle occurred 27 February 1776. 122 pages, 2 to 5 individuals per
page. Whatever is known of military service, spouse and children, date
and place of birth and death, is provided in brief summary. Sources
used to validate participation of each individual are provided, from a
total of approximately 200 different sources. Copyright 1992,
paperback, maps, illustrations, 6" x 9" format, ISBN# 0-9626172-2-9
$19.95. Shipping charges are $3.50 plus $0.50 for each additional book
in continental US.
Click on images until largest size is visible. Click on "back" to exit
images.
Examples: listings, sources. How to order.
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THE PATRIOTS AT THE COWPENS, Revised
Edition
Battle occurred 17 January 1781. 348 pages, 2 to 5 individuals per page.
Whatever is known of military service, spouse and children, date and
place of birth and death, is provided in brief summary. Sources used to
validate participation of each individual are provided, from a total of
156 different sources. Includes listing of about 350 possibly at the battle
but lacking adequate verification. Copyright 1985, paperback, maps,
illustrations, 6" x 9" format, ISBN# 0-9626172-1-0 $19.95. Shipping
charges are $3.50 plus $0.50 for each additional book in continental US.
Click on images until largest size is visible. Click on "back" to exit
images.
Examples: listings, "possibles", sources. How to order.
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THE PATRIOTS AT KINGS MOUNTAIN
Battle occurred 7 October 1780. 326 pages, 1 to 5 individuals per page.
Whatever is known of military service, spouse and children, date and
place of birth, marriage and death, is provided in brief summary.
Sources used to validate participation of each individual are provided,
from a total of 225 different sources. Includes listing of more than 1210
possibly at the battle or in the campaign but lacking adequate
verification. Also included is a list of 81 verified as being in the
campaign but not at the battle. Copyright 1990, paperback, maps,
illustrations, 6" x 9" format, ISBN# 0-96261720-2 $24.95. Shipping
charges are $3.50 plus $0.50 for each additional book in continental US.
Click on images until largest size is visible. Click on "back" to exit
images.
Examples: listings, "possibles", "in campaign", sources. How to order.
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THE LOYALISTS AT KINGS MOUNTAIN
Battle occurred 7 October 1780. 180 pages, 9 to 12 individuals per page.
Whatever is known of military service, spouse and children, date and
place of birth, marriage and death, is provided in brief summary.
Sources used to validate participation of each individual are provided,
from approximately 770 different sources. Copyright 1998, paperback,
maps, 6" x 9" format, ISBN# 0-9626172-4-5 $19.95. Shipping charges
are $3.50 plus $0.50 for each additional book in continental US.
Click on images until largest size is visible. Click on "back" to exit
images.
Examples: listings, sources. How to order.
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THE LOYALISTS IN THE SIEGE OF FORT
NINETY SIX
Siege occurred 22 May to 19 June 1781. 262 pages, 2 to 15 individuals
per page. Whatever is known of military service, spouse and children,
date and place of birth, marriage and death, is provided in brief
summary. Sources used to validate participation of each individual are
provided, from nearly 1500 different sources. Copyright 1998,
paperback, maps, 6" x 9" format, ISBN# 0-9626172-5-3 $19.95.
Shipping charges are $3.50 plus $0.50 for each additional book in
continental US.
Click on images until largest size is visible. Click on "back" to exit
images.
Examples: listings, sources. How to order.
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UZAL JOHNSON, LOYALIST
SURGEON, A Revolutionary
War Diary

Some previously unknown
eye-witness accounts

In his journal, Dr. Johnson made daily notes of
events observed while serving with Major
Patrick Ferguson from 5 March 1780 through
7 March 1781, from the coast of Georgia
through the 96 District of South Carolina on
into Western North Carolina, back to Kings
Mountain, then northward into North Carolina
again as a prisoner. Johnson identifies many
not previously known as Loyalists and also
identifies various Patriots upon whose land
Ferguson encamped. The journal includes a
previously unknown eye-witness account of
the Battle at Kings Mountain. 239 pages.
Introduction:15 pages. 396 footnotes
explaining named individuals, places, terms
and events. Approximately 750 sources in 58
pages. Appendices:27 pages containing
supplementary notes and mini-bios of 35
principal individuals. 9 maps. Copyright 2000,
hardbound, 6" x 9" format, ISBN#
0-9626172-7-X $34.95. Shipping charges are
$3.50 plus $0.50 for each additional book in
continental US.
Click on images until largest size is visible.
Click on "back" to exit images.
Examples: diary, sources, appendices. How to
order.
TOP

JOURNAL OF CAPT.
ALEXANDER CHESNEY,
Adjutant to Maj. Patrick
Ferguson
The journal is an account of Chesney's life
from his coming to the colonies in 1772 at age
16 and his regrettfully leaving forever at age
26 in 1782. Chesney relates accounts of the
following engagements: Savages Old Fields,
Sullivan's Island, Cherokee Indian
Expedition, Creek Indian Encounter,
Bullock's Fork Creek, Fish Dam Ford, Fort
Thicketty, Wofford's Iron Works, Cane
Creek, Snipe's Plantation, Kings Mountain,
the Cowpens and the Siege of Ninety Six.
He earned rank on merit as an officer in both

the rebel and the loyalist militias. Chesney
was captured at Kings Mountain and yet
managed to be in Tarleton's last desperate
dragoon charge at Cowpens. He also
described his life after returning to Ireland.
255 pages. 407 footnotes explaining named
individuals, places, terms and events.
Approximately 440 sources. 85 pages of
encyclopedic notes including 57 mini-bios
containing seldom-seen information on
notable participants. 25 pages of appendices
including additional documents. 5 maps
including plats of Chesney's property on
Pacolet River where Morgan camped before
Cowpens. The journal also lists 54 places,
from the Altamaha River in Georgia to the
Cherokee Middle Towns and Bethabara in
North Carolina. Copyright 2002, hardbound,
6" x 9" format, ISBN# 0-9626172-8-8 $29.95.
Shipping charges are $3.50 plus $0.50 for
each additional book in continental US.

"I enjoyed making the
acquaintance of a most
remarkable young man!" ...a
reader.

Click on images until largest size is visible.
Click on "back" to exit images.
Examples: diary, sources, notes, appendices.
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VERIFIED SERVICE
Note: These comments apply to the rosters books only and do not apply to the annotated journals.

Each book contains a roster of Revolutionary War soldiers whose participation in battles is proven by
some "official" document, most previously unpublished, such as:
●

an original company roster,

●

memorial,

●

court records,

●

land records,

state indents and
audited accounts,

●

pay accounts,

●

military hospital records,

the Draper manuscripts,

●

Admiralty papers,

pension application,

mention in the records
of other participants,

●

●

●

●

ship lists, and numerous
other primary sources

●
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MULTI-NATIONAL SOURCES
Data has been gathered from archives and other depositories in:
●

the United States,

●

England,

●

Scotland,

●

Northern Ireland,

●

Nova Scotia,

●

New Brunswick,

●

Prince Edward Island,

●

Ottawa, Canada

●

Bahama Islands.

.

Private diaries and letters of soldiers and, occasionally, of citizens who were involved in the revolution,
have been examined. Many of these primary papers are in private collections and are not readily
available. The material has been gathered over a thirty year period.
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ENTRY CONTENT
Note: These comments apply to the rosters books only and do not apply to the annotated journals.

Each listing for an individual shows the sources of the information and, as available in the records:
●

date and place of birth,

date of marriage and name of
wife,

●

●

names of children, and

●

date and place of birth and death,

●

military record,

●

residency during and after the war
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HOW TO ORDER
Address:
SCOTIA HIBERNIA BOOKS
519 Batchelor Drive
Blacksburg, South Carolina 29702
Payment
Check or money order

Shipping charges:
Add $3.50 for first book, $0.50 each additional book.
Additional info:
Request additional info by email from bmoss@innova.net. or by phone: (864)839-6697.
TOP

TOP

DR. BOBBY G. MOSS

Dr. Moss, Cowpens National Battlefield, 17 Jan 1999, 218th anniversary observance forum.
(Official Cowpens NB photo, used with permission).

Bobby Gilmer Moss was born and still lives about equal distance between the Revolutionary War
battle sites of Kings Mountain and Cowpens. For most of his life, he has been gathering
information on the individuals who participated at some stage in the war from the battle of
Moores Creek Bridge to the battle of Yorktown.
He holds a B.A. Degree from Wake Forest University; a B.D. Degree and M.Div. Degree from the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky; an M.A. Degree from the
University of Virginia; and a Ph.D. degree from the University of St. Andrews, Scotland. In 1993,
Limestone College conferred on him the honorary degree, Doctor of Humane Letters.
Dr. Moss, Professor Emeritus of Limestone College, Gaffney, South Carolina is the author of The
Old Iron District (a history of Cherokee County SC), Journal of Michael Gaffney: From Ireland to
the Backwoods of South Carolina (co-author); Roster of South Carolina Patriots in the Revolution;
and other books of regional and local interest.
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